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Purpose. The article analyzes the theory of state modernization as a result of revolutions.

Methods. Theoretical concepts of modernization in the course of revolutions are considered in the article. Deductive 

and inductive method, logic, analysis and synthesis have been applied as the main out of the general scientifi c methods; 

comparative analysis and structural-functional method have also been used.
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Results. Revolution becomes, of course, the structural reason of the further modernization of the country in which the 

processes of modernization (urbanization, industrialization and democratization) are structurally interconnected and inter-

dependent, but placed in the long run, and are ultimately related to the “generating” them revolution, nearly the same as 

the industrial revolution of the XVIII-XIX centuries to the religious wars in Europe in the XVI-XVII centuries.

Revolutions should not lead to democracy and democratic changes in the full and modern sense. However, the indis-

putable consequence of all revolutions – is destruction of the privileged rank, establishment of new social structure of 

society (by the example of the Western European and American countries, “to the standards of New times”), which inev-

itably leads to “democratization” in the process of society development. And this change in the social structure as a con-

sequence of revolution, which in the historical perspective leads to urbanization and democratization, might be the only 

sign where the thesis of modernization in the course of revolution can not be argued.

Scientifi c novelty. The article focuses on one of the key and the most common researchers’ points of view on revolu-

tions as a way of the countries’ modernization and provides a fundamentally different attitude to the theory of moderniza-

tion as a result of revolutions. The author discusses a common belief in historiography that the reasons and consequences 

of the revolution are based on the modernization problems in the country (which is unable to solve these problems through 

reforms). These perceptions “have been transferred” in the full range onto the Russian revolution. The author concludes 

that causes and consequences of modernization should be rather carefully attributed to revolutions, and the fi rst revo-

lution to be seriously claimed as aiming in part at modernization of the state is the 1917 revolution in Russia. From the 

author’s the point of view, revolution is sure to become the structural cause of the further modernization of the country in 

which modernization processes (urbanization, industrialization and democratization) are structurally interconnected and 

interdependent, but placed in the long run. The author assumes that the only sign where the thesis of modernization in the 

course of revolution can not be argued is the change in social structure.

Key words: modernization, the Russian Revolution, the Chinese Revolution, the English Revolution, the French Rev-

olution, theory of revolution, theory of modernization.
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